6                    BEENARD SHAW

worthier objects, for the purpose of headlining?
human utterances, and this is another name fo**
distortion, he suffers peculiarly.

To illustrate: in his parliamentary report on
the censorship of plays, he says: "I am not an
ordinary playwright in general practice. I am
a specialist in immoral and heretical plays."
Those who read to run away, want no more than
this. Shaw stands self-condemned before them.
But if this sufficiently challenging remark be
taken in its connection, and the whole screed
read (which perhaps two or three will do of the
hundred who will hear or read the plays), it will
be evident that Shaw means that he writes plays
that run counter to what he deems the pseudo-
morality of our day; "immoral" turns out to
be " moral," in his Shavian sense. Had he said
this in the usual unpiquant way, he had not been
Bernard Shaw, nor have arrested the jaded at-
tention. Thus, Ms brilliancy as a writer gets in
the way of his thought, and we blame his man-
ner rather than our haste or unwillingness to
read him to the end,
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